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dient to preserve, as far as possible, the colloquial turns < phrase which abound, and give the recital much of its fresl ness. Whether it be that a good deal of the book w: composed by the process of copying notes made at tl moment, or that the author, as he wrote, identified himse with his former self to the point of adapting his diction 1 the period of his life which he happened to be recording, is certainly noticeable that these colloquialisms are much lei frequent in the later portions of the book. In feet, from tl. beginning of the Russian campaign and his own promotic to the command of a regiment, a curious accession of seriou ness is to be remarked, and at last a tone of positive bitternei when the enemies of France are mentioned. No doubt tl recollection of that time was enough to inspire seriousnes and even occasional bitterness, in the tone of any Prenchma who had taken part in its events.
On the whole, the author's fairness is very conspicuou Though attached to Napoleon, he is by no means a blin partisan, and when he thinks the Emperor in the wronj does not scruple to say so. When, as in the case of Napoleon1 conduct towards Prince Hatzfeld, or his treatment of Hofei we miss any expression of the reprobation with which mos honest men regard those deeds, it is clearly because Geners Marbot only knew the versions current in Prance. He wa not writing history, still less criticism; nor does he, as a rule lay any claim to special knowledge in regard to matter which did not fall under his personal observation. Por thi, reason it has been thought worth while to depart from th< course usually and rightly followed in the case of translations and to append an occasional note to statements which seen at variance with the facts as established after investigation o: evidence by professed historians (and that even in cases where Marbot's evidence ought probably to be accepted), most of all in those portions of the story which are especially